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1 . [El This communication is responsive to 8/16/04 RCE . 

2. [3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 76-94 . 



3. M The drawings filed on 12 February 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCTRule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5 ' D ^NFORmTpATENT^ S h Ubmitted NOt ? r attaCh6d EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

WL ™ ' tN ' APp LICATION (PTO-1 52) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) M including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No /Mail Date . 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submits kw* th 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL^A^E^IAL^^^^^ 
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1. □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
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Paper No./Mail Date 8/16/04 
4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. S Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. □ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the specification, on page 1, lines 3-12, replace the first paragraph with the following: 



This application is a continuation-in-part of the co-pending United States patent 
application Serial No. 09/710,53?, filed November 9, 2000, still pending, entitled 
"LITHOGRAPHIC SCALE MICROELECTRONIC SPRING STRUCTURES WITH 
IMPROVED CONTOURS," by Eldridge and Wenzel (hereinafter the "FIRST PARENT 
CASE"), which is a continuation-in-part of co-pending application Serial No. 09/364,788, 
filed July 30, 1999, now abandoned, entitled "INTERCONNECT ASSEMBLIES AND 
METHODS," by Eldridge and Matheiu (hereinafter, the "SECOND PARENT CASE"), 
which applications are hereby incorporated, in their entirety, by reference. 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 1 7(e), was filed in this application after allowance or after an Office action under Ex 
Parte Quayle, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213 (Comm'r Pat. 1935). Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) has been 
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timely paid, prosecution in this application has been reopened pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on 8/13/04 has been entered. 

The examiner's statement of reasons for allowance is cited in the paper mailed 5/13/04. 
The IDS filed on 8/13/04 cites references that have already been considered or are cumulative to 
those already considered. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anita K Alanko whose telephone number is 571-272-1458. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri until 2:30 pm (Wed until 1 1 :30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nadine Norton can be reached on 571-272-1465. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Anita K Alanko 
Primary Examiner 



